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INTRODUCTION 

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are substances that top the list of toxic substances in Schedule 1, Part 1 

of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) and are also regulated at the provincial level. These 

contaminants are toxic to the environment and human health, as well as being persistent and 

bioaccumulative. Therefore, PCBs are subject to strict regulations at both the provincial and federal levels. 

PCBs are primarily associated with electrical equipment such as transformers, capacitors, and fluorescent 

light ballasts. They were widely used in Canada as dielectric fluids before federal regulations on PCBs were 

adopted in the late 1970s, prohibiting their production, sale, or importation and limiting their possible uses 

(notably the PCB Regulations). The presence of PCBs has also been reported in various other sources 

(petroleum products, lubricants and greases, paints, etc.). Some existing equipment containing PCBs may 

still be in use but are subject to regulatory requirements when reused or decommissioned. 

INTERDICTIONS 

By this notice, Associated Steel Industries Ltd. (ASI) informs all its suppliers that it is strictly prohibited to 

sell or otherwise bring onto the site any material containing PCBs or contaminated with PCBs (equipment, 

materials, soils, etc.). All other contaminants are also prohibited (petroleum hydrocarbons, oils, greases, 

solvents, etc.). 

All products purchased by ASI must be PCB-free and delivered PCB-free. 

Furthermore, no ballast, capacitor, or any other equipment containing PCBs, in any concentration, 

should be sold or brought onto the ASI site in any manner. 

It is possible to identify equipment containing PCBs using the guide Identification of Lamp Ballasts Containing 

PCBs from Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC)1. This guide helps determine the presence or 

absence of PCBs based on the codes indicated on the equipment. Illustrations are provided below for 

reference. 

 
1 Environment and Climate Change Canada. August 1991. Identification of Lamp Ballasts Containing PCBs. 

Environment Protection Series. Report EPS 2/CC/2 (revised). 

publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2019/eccc/En49-2-2-2-1991-eng.pdf 

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2019/eccc/En49-2-2-2-1991-eng.pdf
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REFERENCE PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

Photo n°1. Ballast from General Electrique 

the letter E of the manufacturing code 17A287E 

indicates that this ballast does not contain PCBs  

(ECCC Guide) 

 

Photo n°2. Ballast from Sola Canada 

the “E78” code indicates that this ballast was 

manufactured in May 1978 and that it contains PCBs 

(ECCC Guide) 

 

Photo n°3. Capacito from Aerovox 

the “NO PCB’s” mention indicates that this 

equipment does not contain PCBs  

(photo from internet) 

 

Photo n°4. Capacitor with the mention 

”CLORINOL” indicating the presence 

of a PCB-containing fluid 

(photo from internet) 

In the absence of confirmation that a piece of equipment does not contain PCBs, it is presumed to 

contain PCBs until proven otherwise. 

https://www.cafr.ebay.ca/itm/224459471163
https://www.nj.gov/drbc/library/documents/PMPWorkshop_0107/dupont_electrical.pdf
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PENALTIES 

Should ASI personnel discover PCBs, materials/equipment containing PCBs, or PCB-contaminated 

materials (such as soils) in a shipment of raw materials, or otherwise non-compliant materials, the 

following penalties will apply: 

1. Strict refusal of the shipment; the supplier is responsible for retrieving the entire refused shipment; 

handling fees for reloading the truck will be charged by ASI; 

2. The supplier is responsible for any contaminated material found on the ASI site and for its cleanup 

or remediation, if necessary; 

3. The supplier will not be allowed to deliver new shipments until they have undergone an evaluation 

audit by ASI at their site to ensure that they are taking all necessary measures to refuse materials 

that may contain PCBs; 

4. ASI reserves the right to take legal action against the supplier. 

At any time, ASI reserves the right to conduct analyses, at its own expense, on various materials from the 

shipments (raw materials, soils, dust, etc.). 

REMINDER 

ASI reminds its suppliers that PCBs are highly regulated substances that must be disposed of in authorized 

facilities, such as hazardous waste recovery centers. In Quebec, the list of authorized facilities is available 

on the Website of the Minsitry of Environnement (ministère de l’Environnement, de la Lutte contre les 

changements climatiques, de la Faune et des Parcs). 

environnement.gouv.qc.ca/matieres/dangereux/titulaire-permis/index.asp 

https://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/matieres/dangereux/titulaire-permis/index.asp
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